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Image 3 Moon Shin Art Research Center, 1986.
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Archiving in Detail

Moon Shin continuously focused on art for around 50 years
since he left for Japan in 1938 to study at ‘Nihon Art School’ in
Tokyo. The first exhibition Moon Shin held was in Masan in 1946,
the year after he returned to Korea in 1945, according to the
profile written by Moon Shin, ‘first solo exhibition after returning
to Korea held in 1946, including works made in Japan and new
works.” However, the oldest exhibition promotional material that
remain till this day is a copy of the leaflet of Moon Shin’s 1948
private exhibition held at Donghwa Gallery. There is a short ex-
hibition introduction by Gil Jin-seop(1907-1975) on the page with
exhibition information and advertisement of a shop near the
gallery. According to the introduction, Gil Jin-seop highly praised
the art of Moon Shin with the expression ‘a frank simplicity.” On
the other page of the leaflet, there is a list of 39 works created in
the 1940s, including three works Moon Shin made in 1944 during
his stay in Japan. This leaflet is an important material since there
are no records of Moon Shin’s stay in Japan apart from his 1943
(Self-portrait)(1943) and his failed attempt to enter {Second Sec-
tion Association’s annual exhibition). Moreover, the list is helpful
in quantitative and diachronic analysis of Moon Shin’s paintings,
as it includes works that are either lost or its provenance are un-
known. In addition, Geunwon Kim Yong-jun(1904~1967)’s review!
of Moon Shin’s second exhibition, which was held in 1949 at
Donghwa Gallery, is an important reference to understand the
artist’s early works since it was a sharp criticism coming from a
critic who shared all sorts of emotions of that time.

Together with My Painting Life; which was published in the
newsletter of Korean residents in France in 1968, is the only re-
maining handwritten manuscript by Moon Shin from the 1960s.
Episodes about Moon Shin’s life in ‘Chateau de Ravenel’ that
began in 1961 and the day he saw ‘the first man on the moon’
on television in 1968 are assumed to have been written in the
1970s. After the artist injured his back in 1973, he wanted to be
prepared for inevitable changes that could happen to him and
began to vigorously save artist notes, exhibition materials, and
other administrative materials that could prove his growth as an
artist. These archives are significant in a sense that it not only
holds the personal history of Moon Shin, but also shows the
status of the French art world and Korean modern art scene, as
well as images of Korean artists at that time. Once Moon Shin
returned to Korea in 1980, his wife Choi Sung-sook recorded his
every move with VHS tape recorder.

As a result, Moon Shin hung a sign ‘Moon Shin Art Research
Center’ in 1986 on the atelier next to his home, which was also
used as the first research center he established to methodical-
ly study his art. Following the death of Moon Shin, Choi Sung-
sook opened the Moon Shin Art Research Center at Sookmyung
Women'’s University on June 9, 1999. This center was not only a
space to study the art of Moon Shin, but also served as a prec-
edent for Sookmyung Women'’s University Moonshin Museum,
which have been established to complement the Masan Moon-
shin Art Museum. Later in 2004, Sookmyung Women'’s University
Moonshin Museum opened its doors to the public, then in 2008,
the museum held the Moon Shin Award for Writing and finished
transferring the archives from Masan to the center, which made

it a fully operating art research center.

Today, Sookmyung Women'’s University Moonshin Museum
holds all types of archives related to the history of Moon Shin.
The archives are categorized according to its format and type;
handwritten manuscripts, exhibition materials, art museum doc-
uments, publications, newspapers, books, research materials,
slide film and photographs, videos. As part of the ‘Moon Shin’s
100th anniversary of the Birth Project Promotion Team’, which
was founded in 2021, the center is currently working on an ar-
chive project to build a system that can provide the archives in a
systematic manner to researchers studying the art of Moon Shin.

This chapter introduces chronology of Moon Shin, list of
works (owned by the artist’s family, Sookmyung Women’s University Moonshin
Museum, Changwon City Masan Moonshin Art Museum, and national and public
art museums), which were compiled based on a massive amount
of materials, as well as a list of archives, which were mentioned
previously. Therefore, chapter V is arranged to help broaden the
limited scope of research or reduce the possibilities of errors
that result from the restriction of searching archives, which has
been a problem in the research of Moon Shin’s art world.

14 202244, £EOAICHE L 2Al0jS2 A2 A,
Image 4 Sookmyung Women'’s University Moonshin Museum’s Archive Room,
2022.

1 “..through his intuition as an artist, he makes the real world and nature
of my country that | see, hear, and feel in a dream, a reality. ... His sea is
not a calm one, but a sea in which tidal bores occur to the Korean people
of this poor country, who depend on the sea to make a living; ships are
wrecked due to heavy wind and turbulent waves; people drown and wait
for help in fear because of sudden flooding; a group of people in distress
are shivering in the severe cold; a fisherman who leaps into the turbulent
waves to save his ship whichis his only asset; a poor family carrying dead
bodies to the shore. The sanctions imposed by the Moon Shin does not
end here: there is a group of people pulling a net; cheers for the winner at
a bullfighting; a seascape right before the storm; a landscape painting of
an "A-frame , that depicts rural life; a still life painting of strawberries that
gives out a loving atmosphere. There is no glamour or extravagance in
the Moon Shin’s paintings and sculptures, but extremely normal subjects
that are laid out on the streets, where our people see, feel, and suffer
everyday. When ordinary subjects like these are filtered through the
canvas of Moon, there is a certain feeling, which cannot be found in any
other artist, that not only touches the heart of the viewer, but also draw
sighs from the viewer.” Geunwon Kim Yong-jun, "After Seeing His Private
Exhibition that Shined Like a Comet,, 1949.
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